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Administrative History: The president's office was created in 1906. Upon Henry Cherry's death August 1, 1937 
the Board of Regents created an executive committee consisting of chair Finley Grise, L.F. Jones, W.L. 
Matthews, B.J. Borrone and Mrs. W.P. Drake. Paul Garrett was elected WKU's second president at a special 
meeting of the Board of Regents September 1, 1937.  He served as president until his death February 28, 1955. 
 
Paul Loos Garrett was born in Waddy, Shelby County, Kentucky, on November 2, 1893.  He earned an A.B. 
degree at Georgetown (KY) College in 1914 majoring in history and political science and an M.A. in 1935 in 
psychology and education.  He did more graduate work at the University of Chicago and the University of 
Kentucky.  He was awarded an honorary LL.D. from Georgetown College in 1938.  After a brief stint in the 
army during World War I he went on to teach at several high schools throughout Kentucky, becoming 
superintendent of city schools at Versailles in 1924.  In February 1937 Garrett took a leave of absence to serve 
in A.B. Chandler's administration as director of the Division of Personnel Efficiency.  [Harrison, p. 110] 
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Scope & Content 
Records 
UA3.2 Linked to 
Box 1 1 
Chambers, M.M. State Regulation of Degree Granting, 3/1936 
Chambers, M.M. The Functions of Lay Control in Higher Education, 10/22/1938 
Chambers, M.M. The Tenure of State University Trustees, 1/1937 
McNeely, J.H. Disposition of Institutional Receipts, 4/1937 
McNeely, John. Change in Financial Administration of Institutions, 10/1936 
McNeely, John. Governor's Power of Removal of Governing Board, 4/1939 
McNeely, John. In Recent Years Reorganization of State Governments Has Concentrated Authority in  
McNeely, John. Limiting Riders to Appropriation Bills, 9/1936 
McNeely, John. Tendency for Institutions of Higher Learning to Come Under Greater State Influence, 4/1936 
Ruthven, Alexander. Tendency of Institutions of Higher Learning to Become More & More Dependent on State 
& Federal Control, 6/1937 
Smith, T.V. This Man Lincoln, 2/12/1935 
State Central Executive Authorities, 4/1937 
VanDyke, Henry. Dorothea 1888-1912, 8/1/1912 
WKU President's Office - Garrett 1912-1939 Speech Notes 
Description 
Box 1 2 
Acceptance, 9/1937, D6331 - https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/7122  
Every Child Has Potentialities, 7/8/1939, D6349 - https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/7121  
Freedom in Legislation, ca. 1939, D6324 - https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/7120  
Higher Education 
Lincoln, Abraham 
Radio Talk, 10/26/1937 re: Garrett taking Office D6323 - 
https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/7119  
Radio Talk, 2/8/1938, D6322 - https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/7118  
University of Chicago Round Table. What Would Lincoln Think? 2/12/1939  
Western Kentucky University 
WKU President's Office - Garrett 1937-1939 Speeches & Speech Notes 
Speeches, addresses, etc. Description Subjects 
Box 1 3 WKU President's Office - Garrett 1940-1945 Speeches & Speech Notes 
Speeches, addresses, etc. 
World War II, 1939-1945 
United States --History--Civil War, 1861-1865 
Description Subjects Confederate Memorial Day - Bowling Green, 6/3/1940, D6340 - 
https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/7131  
Draft of WLBJ Talk, 10/20/1940, D6335 - https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/7130  
 
Ford Memorial Service, 3/22/1940, D6332 - https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/7129  
Founder's Day Speech fragment, 1945  
Georgetown College Founder's Day Address, 1/15/1943 D6346 - 
https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/7128  
Keys Which Open Doors, 8/22/1941, D6348 - https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/7127  
Strahm Memorial, 6/1941 D6339 - https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/7126  
Talisman 3/26/1940 D6333 - https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/7125  
Talk WLBJ, 10/20/1940 D6334 - https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/7124  
University of Michigan President's Report, 4/10/1941 
World War II, 12/12/1941, D6329 - https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/7123  
Box 1 4 
[Abraham Lincoln], nd, D6347 - https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/7134  
Armistice Day, nd, D6325 - https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/7133  
Botanic Garden of Transylvania University, nd 
Commencement Speech, ca. 1942 D6338 https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/7132  
Commencement Speech, nd D6344 - https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/7135  
Commencement Speech, nd D6345 - https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/7139  
Constitutional Amendment, nd D6326 - https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/7138    
Dr. Houze, nd,  
Expanding Space Into What, nd 
Gallatin County Commencement, nd, D6341 - https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/7137    
In-Service Education, nd D6330 - https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/7136  
WKU President's Office - Garrett nd Speeches & Speech Notes 
Speeches, addresses, etc. 
Graduation ceremonies 
Description Subjects 
Box 1 5 
Kent, Raymond. Safeguarding the American College Against Regimentation & Indoctrination, nd 
Man is a Beast, nd, D6350 - https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/7143  
Poem, nd, D6337 - https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/7142  
Red Cross, nd 
Reply to Raymond Kent, nd, D6328 - https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/7141  
Sunday School Lesson, nd, D6342 https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/7140  
The Aims of Education, nd D6343 - https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/7147   
The American Red Cross, nd D6336 - https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/7146    
The Medical Profession, ca. 1938, D6327 - https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/7145   
This America of Ours, ca. 1941 D6351 - https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/7144  
Titian & Cicero, nd 
WKU President's Office - Garrett nd Speeches & Speech Notes 
Speeches, addresses, etc. 
World War II, 1939-1945 
Education 
Poetry 
Poems 
Medical care 
Medicine 
Description Subjects 
